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Let’s all pray we have a lot Happier and
Prosperous year!
The new Directory will be available in the new year.
If you need changes made with your address or
phone numbers, please call Bonnie at the office so
she can make the changes.
Thank you, Phil
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
• Special Events / Activities
Terry Hofer (847) 845-8172

• Welcome - Joyce Middleton
(330) 323-2247
• Sunshine—Carol Gould
(863) 422-5902
• Memorials / Wreaths
Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326

A Message from the President . . . . . . .

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Hello to all, these cool temperatures sure are a nice change for us to enjoy.
It is nice to be able to open the house and enjoy the cool evenings.
By the time you read this, Christmas and New Years have come and gone. I
hope you had a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. This year has
certainly been a challenge dealing with Covid, and we can look forward to the
upcoming months with the vaccine now being available. I so look forward to the
time when we can all be together and enjoying activities again.
I would like to address another issue we have in this park. I am sure each
and everyone of you have seen vendors, delivery personnel, and food deliveries pull
up to the gate and enter a code to drive right through the gate. There is only one
way that this is being done, the code has been given to them by someone in this
park. I have heard so many complaints that the gate is open or being opened by
someone who doesn’t live in this park. If you have given your code out, I would
suggest you go to the office and have your code changed and your old one deleted.
It is for our own security that we give our code to no one. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for your help in correcting this problem.
Additionally, I want to thank the Board Members and all of Lake Hammock
residents who have supported me this past year! I appreciate all of you!!
If you see me out, feel free to stop me with any suggestions, comments or
just to say hello.

Jerry Sibila, President

This Photo by Unknown Author is

ACTIVITIES CHAIRS
Birthdays/Anniversaries- Barb Waybill -866-9121
Breakfast Out: Marge Love (815)978-7427
Bus Trips: Joanne Marko 438-5011
Activities/Entertainment: Terry Hofer-(847)8458172
Ladies’ Lunches: Helen Hurr – 863-866-2553
Park Breakfast: Maria Combs 438-6643 / Karen
Wilson 353-2275.
Memorial: Dona Rawson – 863-547-9326(Wreaths)
Dining Out: Sharon Bowden – (863) 353-7676
NEWSLETTER
All newsletters can be viewed in color on the
website @ www.floridacommunities.com (click on
Lake Hammock @ bottom of page).
Just a reminder, any information for the Gator
Tales needs to be submitted to me by the 20th of
each month. There is a red box outside my door,
you can drop your stuff, or you can send it to the
email below. If you need a flyer done, I need the
information by the 15th so I can do it and get it
approved and back to me by the 20th. If you have
any questions about the Gator Tales, please
contact Shelly Shaffer at 910-624-8925 or
(shelly.shaffer81@yahoo.com). We are always
looking for new ideas and way to improve our
community paper.

Holiday Decorating Contest
AND THE WINNERS ARE:

1st Place
Gary and Debra
DeVore

2nd Place
Glenn and Judy
Loy

Gator Tales Staff
Shelly Shaffer, Editor
58 Sargent St.
shelly.shaffer81@yahoo.com
Joyce Middleton, Asst. Editor
50 Sargent St.
Middletonj33844@gmail.com
Andy & Nancy Belski
Richard & Marion Spiegel

3rd Place
Bob Kruse

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1st
2nd
4th
5th
7th
12th
13th
14th
16th
17th
19th
22nd
23rd
24th
27th
28th

29th
30th
31st

Norman Baczkiewicz
Ruth Hutchinson
Clark Smith
Al Andrieux
Betty Kemp
Don Nolan
Jerry Sibila
Jim Curry
Joan Butler
Ken Hendges
Georgette Chadwick
Sharyl Graham
Kathy Deuel
Cindy Lyon
Tami French
Bill Patelunas
Florence Browning
Joyce Wright
Charles Osborn
Audrey Hertsch
Judith Kurucz
David Butcher
David Kelly
Greg Blackman

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
21st
26th
28th
30th

Jim & Bonnie Fischer
Perry & Cheryl Wolfe
Fred & Jeanne Blicker
Dick & Trisha Keiger
Pete & June Evans
Bruce & Eileen LeMay

42 yrs.
53 yrs.
58 yrs.
42 yrs.
48 yrs.

(If any of the above information is incorrect please let
us know, Dona Rawson, Shelly Shaffer, Joyce
Middleton.)

The Many Thanks Page to our wonderful
residents of Lake Hammock Village!!
-- I would like to thank the Lake Hammock community
for the cards and kind words of support I received after
my husband, Ken Pleuss, passed last month. As I mourn
the loss of my husband, I am comforted to know how
much Ken meant to some of you.
Carolyn Pleuss
103 Reineke Rd.
-- I wanted to thank Joe Isaac for his excellent articles
on internet scams and his excellent advice. I have
incorporated many of his suggestions into my routine.
Joe has an Ad in the Gator Tales, and I have consulted
him a couple time for some tech stuff that my wife and I
struggle with. Joe took care of everything right away. It
is great to have such a resource here at LHV.
Hope to see more articles in the future.
Dave Graham

GET WELL
Jerry Sibila – Hospital - Home
Shirley Foraker – Home
Donna Larmon – Hospital – Home
Richard Gould – Home - Hospital

SYMPATHY
Nicholas Isaac – passed
Sympathy cards to Son, Joe Isaac, Tom &
Terri, and Tommy Darwell

Please call if you know of a resident that
has been ill or hospitalized so that Carol
can send Get Well cards.
Carol Gould
Sunshine Committee
863-422-5902

Fun facts: JANUARY
Samuel Morse first successfully tested the
electrical telegraph.
(January 6, 1838)

Birthstone: Garnet
Flower: Carnation
Zodiac signs: Capricorn and Aquarius
History:
January was named after the Roman god
Janus. Janus is also the Roman word for
door. The god Janus had two faces which
allowed him to look forwards into the
coming year and backwards into the past
year. The original Roman calendar only
had 10 months. January and February were
not included, but were added later.
Did you know…?
Albany replaces New York City as the
capital of New York.
(January 1, 1797)
The maximum US speed limit is reduced
to 55 MPH in order to conserve gasoline.
(January 2, 1974)
Alaska is admitted as the 49th U.S. state.
(January 3, 1959)
Samuel Colt sells his first revolver pistol to
the United States government.
(January 4, 1847)
The Boston Red Sox trade Babe Ruth to
the New York Yankees in what is later
known as the Bambino Curse.
(January 5, 1920)

The Harlem Globetrotters play their first
game.
(January 7, 1927)
George Washington delivers the first State
of the Union Address in New York City.
(January 8, 1790)
First Balloon Flight.
(January 9, 1793)
American Civil War: Florida secedes from
the United States.
(January 10, 1861)
Grand Canyon National Monument is
created.
(January 11, 1908)
Batman the TV series debuts.
(January 12, 1966)
The Mickey Mouse comic strip starts.
(January 13, 1930)
The NFL has its first Pro Bowl Game.
(January 14, 1951)
Happy Days premieres on ABC.
(January 15, 1974)

By Margaret Rice

Fun facts: JANUARY
The magnetic South Pole is found
(January 16, 1909)

Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham
Bell form the Oriental Telephone Company.
(January 25, 1881)

The Professional Golfers Association
(PGA) is formed.
(January 17, 1916)
The first X-ray machine is demonstrated.
(January 18, 1896)
The Scrabble board game is invented.
(January 19, 1955)

The Rocky Mountain National Park is
formed.
(January 26, 1915)
First television broadcast is
demonstrated.
(January 27, 1926)
The United States Coast Guard is
created.
(January 28, 1915)

The roller coaster is invented by L.A.
Thompson.
(January 20, 1885)
The first nuclear-powered submarine, the
USS Nautilus, is launched.
(January 21, 1954)
The first commercial jet plane, the
BOAC's Comet, is put into service.
(January 22, 1952)
President Richard Nixon announces that
a peace accord has been reached in
Vietnam.
(January 23, 1973)
The Eskimo Pie is invented.
(January 24, 1922)

Happy Holidays
to all!

The first inductees into the Baseball Hall of
Fame are announced.
(January 29, 1936)
The first American ironclad warship, the
USS Monitor is launched.
(January 30, 1862)
Ham the Chimp travels into outer space.
(January 31, 1961)
Notable Birthdays:
January 1, 1752: Betsy Ross
January 3, 1945: Stephen Stills
January 14, 1919: Andy Rooney
January 15, 1929: Dr. Martin Luther King
January 17, 1706: Benjamin Franklin
January 24, 1968: Mary Lou Retton
January 28, 1936: Alan Alda
January 29, 1945: Tom Selleck

By Margaret Rice

HOA Emergency Preparedness Team 2021
Submitted by Dave Graham, HOA Emergency Preparedness Team

Last month we said farewell to the 2020 Hurricane Season. It is quite a relief to all of us to get through
another season without any major storms. These days we have other things to worry about as we go about
our daily lives. So, we can now put hurricane season behind us for a while and look to the future.
In my mind, 2021 just must be better than 2020! With possible vaccines on the horizon we all hope to see
great progress and hope that our lives can get back to normal or near normal!
I was trying hard to recall a quote that would summarize my thoughts about our emergency preparedness
team. It was one of those times when I thought of a quote but could not remember the exact wording or
who said it. I did a little research and was surprised to find that the following quote was attributed to a
writer I was familiar with. Here is the quote:

Expect the best, plan for the worst, and prepare to be surprised.
Quote from Denis Waitley
This pretty much sums up the work of our team.
We have built a good foundation over the past couple of years but lots more needs to be done.
In previous years, the HOA provides everyone with a yearly package of material to review prior to the
annual meeting. This year it may be a different process.
Regardless, at some point you will likely receive a form asking if you wish to serve on any HOA
committees. I hope you will consider joining the Emergency Preparedness Team. The future goals and
objectives will be set by the HOA. However, there is a great need for people to become involved in this.
We have a great group of dedicated people but need more people armed with new suggestions and ideas.
Thanks again to everyone who has been involved in this effort over the past few years. You know who you
are, and you know how much you are appreciated! I hesitate to mention individuals as there are so many of
you who do so much for our residents. We are incredibly lucky to have you!
Best wishes to everyone for the holiday season. We hope everyone stays healthy as we all try to remain
optimistic for the new year! As always, if you have any questions about the Team or need help, contact any
of us or call / text me at (603) 915-1368.

Father Time

(redirected from Old father time)
Also found in: Dictionary.

Father Time
Two old men with white beards have come to symbolize the holiday season. The first, Santa Claus, visits homes on Christ
mas Eve (seealso Father Christmas; Weihnachtsmann). The second, Father Time, appears on New Year's Eve. Father Ti
me, a folk figure that personifies time, represents the passing of the old year. He is usually depicted as an old man with a l
ong white beard. Frequently he carries an hourglass, representing the passage of time, and a scythe (an old farm tool use
d to cut down ripe wheat), reminding us that all living creatures must die, and all things come to an end. On occasion he w
ill be depicted with wings, which stand for the idea that time passes very quickly. As the saying goes, "time flies."
Folklorists believe that Father Time may have evolved from an ancient Greek god called Kronos (also spelled Cronos or C
hronos). Indeed, chronos is the Greek word for "time." The association between Kronos and time, however, does not see
m to have existed in the ancient world but rather seems to have sprung up in later ages, due to the similarity between the
god's name and the word for time. Kronos was sometimes depicted in Greek art with a curved implement in his hand, rese
mbling a sickle.
At one time the god Kronos ruled the heavens and earth. He gained this position by displacing his father, Uranus, whom h
e castrated with an instrument similar to a sickle. After defeating his father Kronos married his sister, Rhea, and began to
have children by her. He learned, however, that in the future one of his own children would displace him. In an attempt to
avoid this fate, he swallowed his children as soon as they were born. His wife managed to hide the last of her children, Ze
us, from her husband and thus Zeus lived to adulthood. As predicted, Zeus eventually challenged his father's rule and ove
rcame his father in battle. Zeus forced Kronos to cough up the children he had swallowed and so Zeus regained his broth
ers and sisters: Hestia, Demeter, Hades, Hera, and Poseidon.
When the Romans heard these tales, they decided that Zeus was the god they knew as Jupiter, while Kronos was another
name for their deity Saturn. According to Roman legend, when Jupiter defeated Saturn in battle, Saturn left Rome and ret
reated to Italy. There he brought about an era of peace, plenty and equality that lived on in legend long after it had ended
on earth. The Romans celebrated the joys of this golden age in the midwinter festival called Saturnalia.
Further Reading
Barnett, Mary. Gods and Myths of Ancient Greece. New York: Smithmark, 1996. Hamilton, Edith. Mythology. Boston, Mas
s.: Little Brown and Company, 1942. Leach, Maria, ed. Funk and Wagnalls Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology, and Legend. San Francisco, Calif.: Harper and Row, 1984.
Encyclopedia of Christmas and New Year's Celebrations, 2nd ed. © Omnigraphics, Inc. 2003

Unfortunately, Bob was diagnosed with “ALS”, which
they determined was 100% military disability. He passed
in 2014.
Her house displays many paintings created by her
husband and displays several pieces of furniture made
by her father. A Roll Top desk, side tables and other
special pieces are on display. She also has a shadow
box displaying miniatures of various instruments
completed by her father while in high school.
Gail doesn’t have a “bucket list” just enjoys meeting
people and being social. She enjoys eating out at area
restaurants and have met many great people.
Gail Roubaud
145 Glen Este Blvd.
Resident since 1998
Gail resides with her two dogs, Molly and Dazy Mae.
Dazy just had surgery on her ACL and meniscus and she
is on the mend.
Gail and her husband Bob relocated to Lake Hammock
Village from Portsmouth, New Hampshire. They left NH
wanting to leave the cold northern weather.
They traveled central FL looking to move near Disney.
After checking several communities when they drove in
Lake Hammock Village (which was on their list) both
said this could be home.
Gail and Bob were married on February 1, 1980 and
where married for 34 years. They have 1 daughter,
living in Ocala and 1 son still living in NH. She has 3
granddaughters, 1 grandson she also has 3 greatgrandchildren.
Gail was employed by Disney as a “merchantainment”
at The Disney Store in NH. She continued to work at
Disney after moving to FL. The majority of her
employment was in the jewelry-watch shops. She is
now retired and still enjoys going to Disney. While
employed she was able to purchase 1st edition items
with limited availability and most items are signed by
the creators.
Her husband, Bob served in the US Army then joined
the Air National Guard for an additional 22 years. While
serving for the National Guard he was involved with
“Top Secret”, sensitive projects and travelled
extensively to unknown locations. Gail did not know
locations or what projects he was involved.

Her hobbies include attending and watching horse
shows. Her daughter competed while growing up in NH.
Gail has many fond memories of their horses and
teaching her daughter to ride.
The Boston Red Sox’s was her favorite sports team.
Since she is unable to see the baseball team in FL, she
does not watch much baseball today.
She enjoys making earrings, knitting, crocheting and
reading.

John’s hobbies include fishing and is an avid golfer, he is
a die hard “cheese head” and routes for anything
Wisconsin especially the Packer games. John is getting
involved with Tuesday morning “corn hole” and also
shuffleboard. Glenda enjoys music, gambling and
playing poker with the girls. Glenda says she lives within
the “box” and usually doesn’t venture outside of the
box. She is also a devout University of Kentucky,
Wildcats fan. They enjoy the American Legion and have
made many friends.
They both are anxious to get involved with all the
activities provided at Lake Hammock Village. He is
looking forward to preparing food for LHV various
activities, although wishes we had a kitchen that could
be used. Both said they are available to assist wherever
needed.
John and Glenda Grasso
88 Reineke Rd
Residents since June 2020
They have been together 20 years and were married
August 2016. Glenda has 2 children, 2 daughters and 2
grandchildren. John has 2 children a son and daughter
and 2 grandchildren. They met while working at the
Homestead Hotel, a 5 star resort in Virginia. Glenda is
from Kentucky and John originally from Wisconsin.
They relocated to Florida (as most of us) to get away
from the snow, ice, cold weather and just burnt out of
the north. While visiting Fl last December they drove
around looking for a place to live after they retired. The
found Lake Hammock Village, liked the fact their home
was new and never lived in, they purchased 88 Reineke.
John retired in April 2020 he was the “Executive Chef”
at the Homestead Resort. He has received many
awards, which he is modest about, One being the
“Silver Spoon” and being featured in Bon Apetit
Magazine.
Glenda oversaw and managed the kitchen at an assisted
living facility. She also worked with John as a sous chef
for six years. Glenda said she does the “comfort food”
and John does the “executive food”. Glenda also
retired in spring of 2020.

45 B.C.
January 01

The Julian calendar takes effect for the first time on New Year’s Day
•
•
•

In 45 B.C., New Year’s Day is celebrated on January 1 for the first time in history as the Julian calendar takes
effect.
Soon after becoming Roman dictator, Julius Caesar decided that the traditional Roman calendar was in dire
need of reform. Introduced around the seventh century B.C., the Roman calendar attempted to follow the lunar
cycle but frequently fell out of phase with the seasons and had to be corrected. In addition, the pontifices, the
Roman body charged with overseeing the calendar, often abused its authority by adding days to extend
political terms or interfere with elections.

READ MORE: 5 Ancient New Year’s Celebrations
In designing his new calendar, Caesar enlisted the aid of Sosigenes, an Alexandrian astronomer, who advised
him to do away with the lunar cycle entirely and follow the solar year, as did the Egyptians. The year was
calculated to be 365 and 1/4 days, and Caesar added 67 days to 46 B.C., making 45 B.C. begin on January 1,
rather than in March. He also decreed that every four years a day be added to February, thus theoretically
keeping his calendar from falling out of step. Shortly after Caesar was assassinated in 44 B.C., Mark Anthony
changed the name of the month Quintilis to Julius (July) to honor him. Later, the month of Sextilis was
renamed Augustus (August) after his successor.

Celebration of New Year’s Day in January fell out of practice during the Middle Ages, and even those who
strictly adhered to the Julian calendar did not observe the New Year exactly on January 1. The reason for the
latter was that Caesar and Sosigenes failed to calculate the correct value for the solar year as 365.242199
days, not 365.25 days. Thus, an 11-minute-a-year error added seven days by the year 1000, and 10 days by
the mid-15th century.
The Church became aware of this problem, and in the 1570s Pope Gregory XIII commissioned Jesuit
astronomer Christopher Clavius to come up with a new calendar. In 1582, the Gregorian calendar was
implemented, omitting 10 days for that year and establishing the new rule that only one of every four centennial
years should be a leap year. Since then, people around the world have gathered en masse on January 1 to
celebrate the precise arrival of the New Year.

LHV Residents
Corner

A Place for our Residents’ Services

Handy Man at your Service
Jerry Sibila

Household Handy Man
Bruce Lemay
863-353-1108
33 Silver Crest Dr.
General maintenance and home
repair. No job to small, call or
stop by for estimate.

Cell Phone: 910-876-7221
No job to small!! Give me
a call and we can discuss
what you need done. OR
stop by my house and see
what we’ve done inside.
58 Sargent Street
Floors – Plumbing – Ceiling Fans – Painting –
Landscaping – Household Repairs – ETC.

PRO SERVICES
For a Free Estimate call
Gary Stanley @ 863-232-6337
68 Sargent Street
Pressure washing, Hauling, Painting, Trailer Cool
Sealing. Now offering Window Cleaning.
LICENSED & INSURED

Penny Rossetter
(386) 847 – 5851
#38 Sargent Street
Pennyrossetter39@gmail.com
Caregiver/Companionship and Home Aid

____________________________________________
SILVER CREST TECH SOLUTIONS

CALL JOE (863) 535-6320 (local in the park)
Joe’s Price Chart Per Service
IN HOME SERVICE
PC/Tablet/Phone Setup
Printer Setup
PC Tune-up
OS Installation
Virus/Spyware Removal
Diagnostic & Repair*
Memory Installation
Backup & Archive

$40.00
$25.00
$40.00
$50.00
$75.00
$50.00
$20.00
$30.00

*Software only hardware additional.
One on one computer training available @ $25.00 hr.
I can build you your dream PC setup.
Other services offered, such as Installation of you wifi
Devices ($29.00 for first device and $9.99 addition
devices. Examples: WIFI lights, plugs, Echos, WIFI TV
adaptors (Apple, ROKU, Alexa, Android.)
Home Theater & TV Installations-Starting at $50.00*
Depends on job requirements: setup, wiring, TV wall
mounts, Bluetooth, interconnects etc.
Joe offers other services too numerous to mention here.
If you have a question about his services’ please contact
him at the above number.

For more information please contact her.
His prices are much better than Best Buys (Geek
Squad) and he is a resident in our community.

“My

God's Boxes
I have in my hands two boxes,
Which God gave me to hold.
He said, “Put all your sorrows in the black box,
And all your joys in the gold.”
I heeded His words, and in the two boxes,
Both my joys and sorrows I stored,
But though the gold became heavier each day,
The black was as light as before.
With curiosity, I opened the black,
I wanted to find out why,
And I saw, in the base of the box, a hole.
Which my sorrows had fallen out by.
I showed the hole to God, and mused,
“I wonder where my sorrows could be!”
He smiled a gentle smile and said,
“My child, they’re all here with me…”

I asked God, why He gave me the boxes.
Why the gold and the black with the hole?
“My child, the gold is for you to count your blessings,
The black is for you to let go.”
We should consider all our friends a blessing.

A ball is a circle, no beginning, no end.
It keeps us together like our Circle of Friends.
But the treasure inside for you to see,
Is the treasure of friendship you have granted to me.

Submitted by: Mary Ann Donovan

Brown Insurance Group
Complete Retirement Services

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs,
and Medicare Plans
863-651-7784

David Brown

Independent Agent
Dbrown0115@gmail.com

SUNCREST SALES CORPORATION
At Lake Hammock Village
36106 U.S. Highway 27 Haines City, Florida
(863) 421-5764 or (866) 741-1239
www.lakehammock.com
Email: phil@lakehammock.com

Lake Hammock Village Residents – Bring us a buying customer on any resale and
receive $100.00. Receive $400 if they purchase a new home or build a new home.

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday * 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday * 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Sunday by Appointment
Closed Holidays

Sales Staff
Phil Nespeca
* Cell (863) 307-9686

SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

FREE
ESTIMATES
30
YRS
EXPERIENCE
STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
CGC# 004138

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER
IH# 102549/1

863.812.4741 800.681.3772

