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Happy September Lake Hammock Village
I want to thank all of you for your positive feed back on
our first Gator Tales. I am having a fun time putting it
together.
Also, thank you all who have submitted articles and
ideas to make our paper fun to read. I also want to
thank Joyce Middleton for all her work on the cover
page and assistance to me.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
• Special Events / Activities
Terry Hofer (847) 845-8172

• Welcome - Joyce Middleton
(330) 323-2247
• Sunshine—Carol Gould
(863) 422-5902
• Memorials / Wreaths
Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326

A Message from the President . . .. .

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Hello, hope this finds everyone well and remaining in good spirits. Labor Day is upon us
which also brings the end of summer and the start of fall – and maybe the return of some of
our snowbirds. We anxiously welcome their return – if they find it safe to return.
Not much has changed since my last letter in August – we remain in Phase 2 of the
reopening of our state. On a positive note, the last couple days they have reported a
continued decrease in the numbers of positive results. I believe our continued efforts of
social distancing, wearing masks when we go out and continuing good hand-washing practices
have kept our wonderful park free of any COVID19 cases. For these, we are all grateful.
With that said, at this time the board has decided to keep everything the same for the
month of September. Continue to monitor the Gator Tales and the Lake Hammock Village
Residents Facebook page for any changes that could develop.
Also, continue to monitor the weather – we are vamping up for the hurricane season
which appears to be active. As of this writing, 2 named Tropical Storms (possible hurricanes)
are developing in the Gulf. Our Emergency Preparedness Committee is ready, willing, and able
to assist if anything develops for our area. David Graham has done a great job keeping us all
up to date on necessary needs and arrangements. Be sure to contact any one of us on the
committee should you need any assistance.
I know this has been exceedingly difficult for everyone, but I believe we will get back
to normal. Please remain vigilant in taking every precaution to remain healthy. Please be safe
everyone!!!
If you see me out, feel free to stop me with any
suggestions, comments or just to say hello.
Jerry Sibila, President.

ACTIVITIES CHAIRS
Birthdays/Anniversaries- Barb Waybill -866-9121
Breakfast Out: Marge Love (815)978-7427
Bus Trips: Joanne Marko 438-5011
Activities/Entertainment: Terry Hofer-(847)8458172
Ladies’ Lunches: Helen Hurr – 863-866-2553
Park Breakfast: Maria Combs 438-6643 / Karen
Wilson 353-2275.
Memorial: Dona Rawson – 863-547-9326(Wreaths)
Dining Out: Sharon Bowden – (863) 353-7676
NEWSLETTER
All newsletters can be viewed in color on the
website @ www.floridacommunities.com (click on
Lake Hammock @ bottom of page).
Just a reminder, any information for the Gator
Tales needs to be submitted to me by the 20th of
each month. There is a red box outside my door,
you can drop your stuff, or you can send it to the
email below. If you need a flyer done, I need the
information by the 15th so I can do it and get it
approved and back to me by the 20th. If you have
any questions about the Gator Tales, please
contact Shelly Shaffer at 910-624-8925 or
(shelly.shaffer81@yahoo.com). We are always
looking for new ideas and way to improve our
community paper.
Gator Tales Staff
Shelly Shaffer, Editor
58 Sargent St.
shelly.shaffer81@yahoo.com
Joyce Middleton, Asst. Editor
50 Sargent St.
Middletonj33844@gmail.com
Andy & Nancy Belski
Richard & Marion Spiegel

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
3rd
4th
8th
10th
12th

13th
15th
16th
18th
19th
21st
22nd
24th

27th
28th
29th
30th

Chuck Koening
Julie Ackerson
Dean Cramer
Brian Lund
James Huber
Shirley Hinds
Tim MacCartney
Dulce Santana
John Brock
Lyndle Herring
Merrill David
Anna Cruz
Yolonda Cruz
Linda Bialy
Vita DeStefano
June Evens
Dick Welch
Andy Belski
Ellen Davis
Eileen LeMay
Pat Robertson
Karen Patelunas
Barbara Stauffer
Terri Cruz
Deborah Evilsizer
Grace Croft

5th
18th

Richard & Marian Speigel
Bill & Karen Patelunas
Gary & Barb Waybill

56 Yrs.
43 Yrs.
37 Yrs.

(If any of the above information is incorrect please let
us know, Dona Rawson, Shelly Shaffer, Joyce
Middleton.)

FUNNY SAYINGS
Submitted: by Marion Speigel

I thought I was
having a HOT

FLASH THIS
MORNING!
THEN I REALIZED
MY LEFT BOOB HAD
FALLEN INTO MY
COFFEE!!!

AN ODE TO THE SNOWBIRDS
Slowly the snowbirds are returning
You can watch them come back one by one
Unloading their cars or motor homes
So they can relax and have some fun.
Very soon the roads will be a nightmare
And the restaurants will be jam packed!
It will be shoulder to shoulder at Publix
But they still keep coming back.
They don’t care if Wal-Mart is crowded
They don’t get mad if the traffic is slow
They don’t complain about the long lines
at Winn Dixie
They say, “it’s better than shoveling
snow.”
They love the Florida sunshine
And a suntan is first on their list
They brought lots of shorts and
sunscreen
And you can bet their winter coats won’t
be missed!
They ride on their carts or their bicycles
Or by the poolside they can be found
Then off to the sales at Macy’s
Then to an early-bird dinner they’re
bound.
They are always coming or going
Doing all they can do in one day!
It’s shuffleboard, horseshoes or golfing
Or learning to paint a picture in a day.
They play cards or plan a potluck dinner
They go fishing or to the beach for the
day

Sometimes they go to the Clubhouse
So they can dance the night away.
It’s so much fun to watch them
Planning for a cruise or two
It’s just one great big vacation
For the snowbirds just passing through.
But one day soon they’ll be packing
To make the trip up north once more
And the memories they made will have to
do them
Until they come back again and make
more.
So may the Good Lord bless the
snowbirds
When their time to leave grows near
May they enjoy good health and
happiness
Until they come back again next year.
LONNIE CARR
Haines City

The Many Thanks Page to our wonderful
residents of Lake Hammock Village!!

Barb Stauffer would like to Thank Carol and Richard
Gould, Don and Sandy Nolan for the great care and
help they have and are still giving her after she
came home from the hospital.

GET WELL
August: June Evans – surgery, home
Fred Blicker – hospital – home – hospital
Marge Love – surgery – home
Greg Blackman – surgery – home
Grace Croft – hospital

SYMPATHY
Debbie Evilsizer – Father, he lived with her and
was 101 years young.
Greg Blackman – Brother

“ASK US ANYTHING!”
Question of the Month:
Should I insure my Golf Cart?
In Florida, Golf Carts are defined by law as:
“a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting
or recreational purposes and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour.”
Golf Carts can be operated on roadways that have been designated for golf carts, such as the areas
outside of the Lake Hammock Village gate with access to the businesses and restaurants on each side.
Golf Carts are not required to be titled or registered and therefore are not required to be insured.
Insurance is voluntary but is available and we recommend that you seriously consider it. There are good
reasons for having insurance, the same general reasons you insure other things – to protect yourself from
unexpected damages if something happens. Keep in mind that the average Golf Cart has six eight-volt
batteries operating it. It is a heavy vehicle and could cause damage if it collides with a car, a pedestrian,
or a lamp post.
We spoke with Roger Brandjes, owner of Mr. Auto Insurance and Dutch Insurance, who advertises here
in Gator Tales and is well known to many of us. We asked him the question: Why Should I insure my
Golf Cart?
Mr. Brandjes responded, “first, it is a great buy! It only costs $ 60 a year to insure a golf cart. The
benefits far outweigh the costs.” He pointed out, “golf carts can cost up to $ 10,000, and sometimes
more, so it pays to insure them.” During his career he has seen many examples of golf cart related
incidents. He stated that at one time golf cart thefts were a regular occurrence. “I recall a situation when
a truck with a sign ‘Golf Cart Repairs’ came through housing parks and picked up golf carts. Nobody
paid much attention to them. Since they are not registered, they are easy to steal. Another incident
occurred when a gas operated golf cart caught fire and the fire spread to the modular home! It makes
sense to insure your cart and I strongly recommend it.”
As we all know, many golf carts sit idly while snowbirds are away. Our gates are open during the day
and our residents are vigilant, but things like this can occur.
We thank Roger for his time and excellent information. See his ad in this issue of Gator Tales. His office
number is (863) 557-5465.
We hope this answered your question.

THE ANSWER TEAM
Submitted: by David Graham

Meet our Neighbors

Judy Kurucz
157 Glen Este Ct. resident since December 2018
The Kurucz’s relocated from Lorain, Ohio (near
Cleveland) to FL in 2001 and settled in Haines
City. They moved to FL for the warmer weather
and leaving the snow in Ohio.
Judy and her husband Jerry wanted to downsize
from an 8-room house. Shelly Shaffer and Lori
Johnson both recommended Lake Hammock
Village. She said the friendly and welcoming
community helped them decide that LHV was
perfect for them. The house which had a lift
also confirmed their decision.
Unfortunately, Jerry passed in July 2019; Judy
and her husband were married 54 years. Now
her constant companion is her dog Clancy. She
has 3 daughters and 1 son, 5 grandchildren and
2 step grandchildren. Judy is also a cancer
survivor.
She and Jerry loved to travel going to China,
Paris (her favorite), Alaska, Bermuda the
Caribbean and taking cruises. The Chinese govt.
asked her friend (who owned a travel agency)
and Judy to help with the olympians traveling to
Beijing. Then 9-11 happened and all the
planning had to be curtailed for the United
States Olympian hopefuls.
Her dream as a young adult was to become a
physician, her father laughed and said I will
send you to a secretarial school. There were
very few female physicians at that time. After

she was married and their children where in
school, she was able to continue her education.
First Judy attended Lorain Community College
and later Cleveland State obtaining her RN
degree. She became a nurse in the oncology
unit which was her calling. Her goal each day
was to make the patients smile. While in Ohio
The American Cancer Society awarded her the
“Nurse of Hope” for Lorain County. She also
received an award “Hero of Hope” for Relay for
Life in Polk County.
Judy is an amateur radio operator (a ham) and
her other hobbies include collecting tea pots.
She liked hosting “Tea Parties” for ladies of her
church. She also collects old clocks several of
which she has framed. She is a quilter, does
china painting and likes doing 1,000-piece
puzzles. Judy sold Longaberger baskets and she
also makes jewelry and is always looking for
buttons to use for her crafting. Judy now wants
to learn “bead weaving”.
Her favorite professional team is the Pittsburgh
Steelers and college team The Ohio State.
Judy is active in her church, heading the
“widows’ group”. She will be happy when she
can once again attend services at the First
Presbyterian church of Haines City.

Meet our Neighbors

liked having a traffic light for Rt 27 and the
accessibility to stores. They decided that Lake
Hammock Village was a good location to build
their home.
Bill’s current hobby is working on and attending
various car shows with his 1954 Mercury pickup, made in Canada. Bill enjoys watching soccer
especially the Premier League and team Italy.

Bill and Karen Patelunas and their dog Tulley,
174 Glen Este Blvd have been residents at Lake
Hammock Village since September 2001.
Married on September 9, 1977 in Rockville MD.
Bill and Karen have 1 daughter 2 sons 4
granddaughters and 1 grandson.
Bill graduated from Montgomery College in
Maryland. He served in the US Navy as a
“Seabee” for 6 years. After leaving the service
he worked for the State Department in Greece
at the American Embassy for 7 years.
Karen attended Southern Illinois University.
They both were employed by the US
Department of Commerce. Bill held various
positions while employed there. Karen worked
in the payroll and HR departments.
Bill retired after 34 years and Karen after 27
years of service.
When it came time for them to retire Bill
contemplated moving to central FL. They
became familiar with the area while visiting
Karen’s mother who at the time lived in Haines
City. Their first plan was to buy property and
build but not finding a location or property that
appealed to them, they implemented plan B;
which was to find an existing community. While
attending church one Sunday they met the
manager of LHV, and was introduced to the
community. Both liked the size of LHV and
Karen especially liked the wooded lot, that
reminded her of their home up north. She also

Karen enjoys walking, shuffleboard, and corn
hole, where she currently is LHV champion. You
may find her brother Lee Rhoades cheering her
on, or most likely competing against his sister.
Both have been quite involved in the
community. Bill was responsible in helping to
create the “CAP Patrol” before being affiliated
with the Sheriff’s office. He served on the HOA
board as treasurer for 4 years and you would
find him cooking at various events. Karen could
always be found helping at the clubhouse or
wherever she was needed.

Fun facts: SEPTEMBER
The First Continental Congress gathers
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (September
5, 1774)

Birthstone: Sapphire
Flower: Aster

Cal Ripken Jr. breaks the record of 2,130
consecutive Major League Baseball games
played (September 6, 1995)

Zodiac signs: Virgo and Libra

History:
September was the seventh month of the
original Roman calendar. This is where it
got its name which means seventh. Later,
when January and February were added to
the calendar it became the ninth month.
When the British changed from the Julian
calendar to the Gregorian calendar in 1752,
they needed to adjust some days to get the
seasons aligned with the months. They took
11 days from the month of September
jumping directly from September 3rd to the
14th. Now it's as if the days between
September 3 and 13 during 1752 never
happened in British history.

Google, the search engine company, is
founded. (September 7, 1998)

Star Trek airs its first episode. (September
8, 1966)

Elvis Presley first performs on The Ed
Sullivan Show (September 9, 1956)

Did you know…?
The Liberty Bell arrives in Philadelphia.
(September 1, 1752)

The US opens its first paved coast-tocoast highway (September 10, 1913)
The Beatles record the song Love Me Do.
It would be their debut single (September
11, 1962)

Theodore Roosevelt says his famous
quip: "Speak softly and carry a big stick”
(September 2, 1901)
The first professional American football
game is played (September 3, 1895)

Bonanza, the first regularly-scheduled TV
program that is in color, airs its first
episode. (September 12, 1959)
The Star-Spangled Banner is written by
Francis Scott Key (September 13, 1814)

George Eastman receives a patent for a
roll film camera. (September 4, 1888)

By Margaret Rice

Fun facts: SEPTEMBER
The first man-made object reaches the
moon when the Soviet probe Luna 2
crashes into it. (September 14, 1959)

The United States Post Office Department
is established. (September 24, 1789)

The television series The Lone Ranger airs
its first episode. (September 15, 1949)

Yosemite National Park established in
California. (September 25, 1890)

Settlers race in Oklahoma to claim land in
the Cherokee Strip. (September 16, 1893)
Sir Francis Drake completes his
circumnavigation of the globe. (September
26, 1580)
George Washington makes his farewell
address. (September 17, 1796)

In a fun race, a horse beats the first U.S.
made locomotive. (September 18, 1830)

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev is
banned from visiting Disneyland.
(September 19, 1959)

The Tonight Show first airs on nationwide
TV. (September 27, 1954)
To prove that the tomato is safe, Robert
Johnson publicly eats a bushel of tomatoes
(September 28, 1820)

London's Metropolitan Police becomes
the first official police department in the
world. (September 29, 1829)

The first gasoline-powered automobile is
demonstrated. (September 20, 1893)

The Hoover Dam, which still powers much
of Las Vegas, is dedicated. (September 30,
1935)

Benedict Arnold becomes a traitor when
he gives the British the plans to West Point.
(September 21, 1780)

The Dead Sea Scrolls are made available
to the public for the first time (September
22, 1991)
Discovery of the planet Neptune
(September 23, 1846)

Notable Birthdays:
September 5, 1951: Michael Keaton
September 7, 1533: Queen Elizabeth 1
September 9, 1890: Colonel Sanders
September 16, 1924: Lauren Bacall
September 24, 1936: Jim Henson
September 26, 1948: Olivia Newton-John

By Margaret Rice

Notes from The HOA Emergency Preparedness Team
September 2020
Hello everyone! We are well into the hurricane season and all of us are watching things closely and hopefully continuing
to prepare while staying safe from the COVID Virus.
The following conversation was recently overheard at a local grocery store as a storm approached:

Yikes! No water, no batteries, no tuna
fish, no peanut butter, no bread! But,
good news - plenty of toilet paper!
Honey, I wish we had listened to those
pesky annoying people that keep
telling us ‘Be Prepared.’ Let’s stop
and fill the gas tank on the way home!

Don’t let yourself be caught in this position!
Team members are available for information or to help.
Keep safe and be prepared!!!

2020 Team Members
David Rawson
Gary Devore
Wanda Stanley
Art Stanley
Kathy Dull
Bob Dull

(863) 547-9326
(517) 403-9772
(863) 353-2690
(863) 353-2690
(937) 620-8506
(937) 620-2559

Pamela Leland
Lori Johnsen

(207) 447-0890
(863) 232-9332

Shelly Shaffer
Jerry Sibila
Jerry Growden
David Hurr
Matt Rice
Dan Deuel
Sharyl Graham
Dave Graham

(910) 876-7221
(910) 876-7221
(218) 251-1221
(814) 671-8366
(330) 603-9575
(863) 422-4851
(603) 915-1368
(603) 915-1368

LHV Residents
Corner
A Place for our Residents’ Services

Handy Man at your Service
Jerry Sibila

Household Handy Man
Bruce Lemay
863-353-1108
33 Silver Crest Dr.
General maintenance and home
repair. No job to small, call or
stop by for estimate.

Cell Phone: 910-876-7221
No job to small!! Give me
a call and we can discuss
what you need done. OR
stop by my house and see
what we’ve done inside.
58 Sargent Street
Floors – Plumbing – Ceiling Fans – Painting –
Landscaping – Household Repairs – ETC.

PRO SERVICES
For a Free Estimate call
Gary Stanley @ 863-232-6337
68 Sargent Street
Pressure washing, Hauling, Painting, Trailer Cool
Sealing. Now offering Window Cleaning.
LICENSED & INSURED

Penny Rossetter
(386) 847 – 5851
#38 Sargent Street
Pennyrossetter39@gmail.com
Caregiver/Companionship and Home Aid

____________________________________________
SILVER CREST TECH SOLUTIONS

CALL JOE (863) 535-6320 (local in the park)
Joe’s Price Chart Per Service
IN HOME SERVICE
PC/Tablet/Phone Setup
Printer Setup
PC Tune-up
OS Installation
Virus/Spyware Removal
Diagnostic & Repair*
Memory Installation
Backup & Archive

$40.00
$25.00
$40.00
$50.00
$75.00
$50.00
$20.00
$30.00

*Software only hardware additional.
One on one computer training available @ $25.00 hr.
I can build you your dream PC setup.
Other services offered, such as Installation of you wifi
Devices ($29.00 for first device and $9.99 addition
devices. Examples: WIFI lights, plugs, Echos, WIFI TV
adaptors (Apple, ROKU, Alexa, Android.)
Home Theater & TV Installations-Starting at $50.00*
Depends on job requirements: setup, wiring, TV wall
mounts, Bluetooth, interconnects etc.
Joe offers other services too numerous to mention here.
If you have a question about his services’ please contact
him at the above number.

For more information please contact her.
His prices are much better than Best Buys (Geek
Squad) and he is a resident in our community.

SUNCREST SALES CORPORATION
At Lake Hammock Village
36106 U.S. Highway 27 Haines City, Florida
(863) 421-5764 or (866) 741-1239
www.lakehammock.com
Email: phil@lakehammock.com

Lake Hammock Village Residents – Bring us a buying customer on any resale and
receive $100.00. Receive $400 if they purchase a new home or build a new home.

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday * 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday * 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Sunday by Appointment
Closed Holidays

Sales Staff
Phil Nespeca
* Cell (863) 307-9686

Brown Insurance Group
Complete Retirement Services
Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs,
and Medicare Plans
863-651-7784

David Brown
Independent Agent
Dbrown0115@gmail.com

SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

FREE
ESTIMATES
30
YRS
EXPERIENCE
STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
CGC# 004138

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER
IH# 102549/1

863.812.4741 800.681.3772

